Central Rabbinical Congress of United Statesand Canada
Agudath Israel of America

International Bris Association

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 17, 2017

Rabbinical Leadersto Mayor De Blasio: Infant Safety is Our Mutual Concern
http://myemail.constantcontact.com/Rabbinical-Le&ade-Mayor-De-Blasio--Infant-Safety-is-
Our-Mutual-Concern.html?s0id=1116045723924&aid=FAkg§Zul

NEW YORK —Three prominent rabbinical figures witktensive experience with
Jewish circumcision and the ritual knownnastzitza b’pel{“mbp”), or oral
suction, have written New York Mayor Bill de Blagmstress their communities’
continued readiness to abide by the entire agreeereached with the mayor in
2015 to reduce the risk of — and accurately idghi€ source of — herpes simplex
virus (HSV-1) infection of newborns.

The rabbis, Rabbi Shraga Feivel Cohen, Rabbi AlnafaBlum and Rabbi Isaac
Eichenstein, representing the Vaad L'misteséda’bris — a broad-based
rabbinical group that has been involved in the amgdialogue regarding mbp —
state at the start that they fully share the gbdbing everything possible to
safeguard the health and wellbeing of children Jevat the same time respecting
the religious freedom of those for whom the millerald practice of mbp is an
essential component of their sacred religious tiadi The two goals, they insist,
are entirely compatible.

The 2015 agreement, they reminded the mayor, ¢stalla clear protocol in
cases of HSV-1 infection of an infant. HSV-1 is tommon “cold sore” virus
that causes harmless lesions in adults but caifebnteatening to a newborn —
although cases of infant infection from circumarsare extremely rare, and
although the prognosis in the rare cases of irdadd greatly improved with early
diagnosis and treatment. The investigative prdtomiudes immediate testing of
themohe] or ritual circumciser, for presence of HSV-1 baties, which would



indicate a previous or current infection with thiug, and then DNA testing to
ascertain if the source of the infection was irt taemohel And if it was, the
mohelwould desist from practicing mbp.

Unfortunately, the rabbis note, when they endealtodollow up on
implementation of the protocols agreement, theyewsiormed that the City
Health Department refused to commit to terms ofapeeement. Several
subsequent attempts were made to revive the agneelog the Health
Department refused to abide by its terms.

The DNA testing, the rabbis explain, is vital, Bere have been clear cases where
amohelwas suspected of being the source of a baby’stinfebut where such
testing showed conclusively that the virus had liesmmsmitted by someone else.
Accurately confirming the source of the infectienmperative — whether it be the
mohe] a parent or another caregiver — in order to presebsequent transmission
of such infections.

The letter decries a recent Health Department mgatlying that sixmohelim
associated with cases of infant herpes infectiogi®whe source of the infections,
although no DNA testing was done, and none offesethe department.

The rabbis end their letter with an urgent reqtiest the protocol agreed upon two
years ago finally be implemented, and that theythed communities look

forward to working with City Hall to “bring to friiion our historic agreement that
protect[s] both religious freedom and the healtbwfprecious children.”



